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       February 26, 2025 

Re: Introduction Letter 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The following Council Program Report for the “Special Olympics Initiative” details the leadership 

and fundraising achievements of Council 13950 and collaborating Councils to better serve the 

needs of developmentally challenged athletes in the Clinton Valley Little League Challenger 

Division Senior League.  Moreover, the dedication of the new baseball field to our founding 

father, Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney, increases awareness of the Knights of Columbus and its 

mission in serving the community. 

 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Tom Schenk      Ken Dumais 

Grand Knight      Program Director 

 

 

 

    

 

St. Mary of the Hills Council No. 13950  

            •   2675 John R. Road          Rochester Hills, Michigan 48307   •   
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Project Overview 

The Special Olympic Initiative was introduced by the State Council under Life. This initiative 

involved the raising of funds to help build an A.D.A. compliant baseball field for Clinton Valley 

Little League Challenger Division Senior League. The goal was to raise $75,000 to complete the 

building of the field. Doing so would give Neil Reid Park two diamonds for those with special 

needs. Should we accomplish this goal, the Knights of Columbus could name the Senior League 

Field. 

This program benefits those with special needs by providing a facility where they can play 

baseball.  The Challenger Division of Little League Baseball is designed for mentally and 

physically disabled youth to enjoy the full benefits of Little League participation in an athletic 

environment structured to their abilities. More than the skills of baseball learned through the 

experience, the value of the Little League Challenger Division is found in the proven therapeutic 

and socialization benefits of participating in sports, the strengthening of participants' self-

esteem, the opportunities to mainstream into other divisions of play, and the disciplines of 

teamwork, sportsmanship and fair play which are hallmarks of the Little League program. The 

intent of the Challenger Division is to give everyone a chance to play baseball regardless of 

limitations. The significance of this new baseball diamond is best expressed by one of the 

athletes when asked why she loves baseball. The athlete told her mom that playing baseball 

gives the players an opportunity to feel "normal." 

The construction of the new A.D.A. compliant baseball field strengthened the relationship 

between the Clinton Valley Little League Challenger Division Senior League and the Community 

Parks and Recreation Department.  Moreover, the new baseball field will bring to light in the 

public eye the extent of involvement of the Knights of Columbus MI Drive and the 

organization’s commitment and support to those who have special needs. 
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Selection Process 

The Knights of Columbus back in 2008 raised over $14,000 to help build a baseball field for the 

Clinton Valley Little League Challenger Division named Norm Hott Field located in Neil Reid Park 

in Clinton Township, Michigan.  As the young athletes grew older, they outgrew the small size 

of Norm Hott Field. The baseball teams had a mixture of young children and older youths. 

Another larger baseball field was needed to separate the athletes by age and level of skill. An 

additional larger field would prevent injuries to the athletes while accommodating growth in 

the league’s athletic membership. 

St. Mary of the Hills, Council 13950 has always donated funds collected from the MI Drive to 

the Special Olympics of Michigan. Ken Dumais, a member of Council 13950, served as chairman 

of the “Special Beyond Comparison Drive” in 2008 to raise money for the construction of Norm 

Hott Field located in Clinton Township at Neil Reid Park.  When the Council became aware that 

Ken had taken on a voluntary roll to raise funds for another baseball field, Council 13950 agreed 

to provide financial support to the Special Olympics Initiative. Over a two-year period, Council 

13950 made two donations amounting to $1,800 to build a second field at Neil Reid Park 

following the Order’s Principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. 

The Special Olympics Initiative overcame two obstacles in fundraising to build the baseball field.  

The initial fundraising campaign raised $18,900 to meet the original cost estimate of $180,000 

to construct the field.  However, material shortages resulting from the Covid 19 pandemic 

resulted in a revised cost estimate of $250,000 to construct the baseball field. Consequently, a 

second fundraising effort was necessary to achieve the revised cost estimate. 

By the grace of God, the Clinton Valley Little League Challenger Division decided that no one 

deserves to name the new field other than the Knights of Columbus because of all the good 

that we have done in support of the League.  Upon learning that the Knights of Columbus would 

have right to name the new field, a second push to raise an additional $75,000 was launched to 

fully fund construction. Using a mailing list provided by the Knights of Columbus Michigan State 

Council, Councils from across the Archdiocese of Detroit were solicited for donations to 

complete the baseball field to be named in honor of K of C founder Blessed Fr. Michael J. 

McGivney. The response from 43 or 30% of the Councils in the Archdiocese was a miracle 

considering only 17 Councils contributed to construction of Norm Hott Field for the Challenger 

Division in 2006. Moreover, the direct mail campaign to Councils in the Archdioceses would 

help the League receive further funding from the MI Drive and continued support for the 

Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney Field. 

On June 15 2024, the Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney Field was dedicated and blessed with 

40% of the Councils that contributed attending the event. There was a raffle for one of two 
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balls taken from the opening day celebration of Norm Hott Field. The first ball was given to the 

League to toss out as the opening pitch. The second ball would be thrown out by a member of 

the Knights of Columbus. The raffle raised an another $200. Throwing out the ball was Brother 

Knight Dan Guilbert, a member of St. Isidore Council 7200. This Council spearheaded the 2008 

State Youth Award “Special Beyond Comparison.” Prior to the dedication festivities, holy water 

from the spring at Lourdes, France was sprinkled on the bases of the field. The remaining vial of 

water was given to Bishop Robert J. Fisher which he poured into his vial of holy water. During 

the Bishop’s blessing and naming of the baseball field, he used his vial of holy water to bless 

those athletes and family members observing the event on the other side of the backstop and 

dugouts. This was truly our “Faith in Action.” 

 

Project Chronology 

2019 

On October 20, 2019 an email of support for Challenger baseball field from G. Kopp on behalf of 

DD24 was sent out. It briefly stated the Knights of the Challenger Field Initiative in Clinton 

Township, 2008. The field installed with our support has been used by those with handicaps up 

to the age of 16. The League has decided to expand to a Senior League for those 16 years and 

older. This expansion required a new field with longer baselines. The Knights of Columbus were 

offered the naming rights to the field, but a $75,000 donation to complete field construction 

was needed. 

In a follow-up email from G. Kopp on December 8, 2019, Ms. Wittstock, Vice-president of 

Clinton Valley Little League Challenger Division is quoted as saying “she was proud and 

humbled when she tells people the Knights of Columbus are her biggest supporter. She 

appreciates all the work the Knights do year after year, and truly believes the new field would 

be a pillar in the community giving special needs children and adults another amazing Field of 

Dreams for many years to come.” 

2020 

Project activity was suspended in 2020 due to the Covid 19 pandemic. 

2021 

In 2021, the direction of the fundraiser was changed. Michigan State Council changed the name 

of the fundraiser to a Special Olympics Initiative involving the Councils located in Wayne, 

Oakland, and Macomb counties. Moreover, Ken Dumais volunteered to lead the new initiative. 

Ken had prior fundraising experience as Chairman of “Special Beyond Comparison Youth Award 
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which involved Councils of Macomb County and raised over $14,000 to help build the A.D.A. 

compliant Norm Hott Field for the Clinton Valley Little League Challenger Division in Clinton 

Township. 

2022 

In 2022, John Hundiak, State Olympic Director, and Ken Dumais made presentations at two 

Diocesan meetings held on January 11th and 19th to introduce the Special Olympics Initiative, 

show a slide of the proposed baseball field, and answer questions. The presentation highlighted 

the $75,000 fundraising goal of the Special Olympics Initiative to complete construction of a 

new baseball field in Neil Reid Park located in Clinton Township, Michigan for use by Clinton 

Valley Little League Challenger Division Senior League. By raising sufficient funds to complete 

the baseball field, the Knights of Columbus would receive the naming rights. At the meeting, it 

was announced that Ken Dumais would visit all Councils in Macomb County to inform members 

about the Special Olympics Initiative since the field would be built in Macomb County and they 

supported the first Challenger Division baseball field. 

On February 23, 2022, a presentation on the Special Olympics Initiative was reviewed at the      

K of C Tri-district meeting in Oakland County for Districts 111, 134, and 124. 

A Special Olympics article dated March 2022 announced the Knights would name the new 

baseball field after K of C founder Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney if they successfully raised 

$75,000 or sufficient funds to complete the baseball field. By meeting the fundraising goal, the 

Knights would have the opportunity to conduct a dedication ceremony and permission to bless 

the field and the participants as well as build the relationship between the Knights of Columbus, 

the Little League Challenger Division, and the Special Olympics of Michigan. 

In a letter dated August 20, 2022, the Clinton Valley Little League Challenger Division conveyed 

that the baseball field would be named after Knights of Columbus founder, Blessed Fr. Michael 

J. McGivney and that the Knights had raised $15,000 for the new field with over $140,000 since 

2006. 

2023 

During an Archdiocese meeting held in January, 2023, another presentation was made for the 

Special Olympics Initiative informing those Councils present that $18,900 had been raised. In a 

letter dated August 20, 2024, Councils were informed that no one deserved to name the new 

baseball field other than the Knights of Columbus for all the work that we do for the Challenger 

Division. Despite what we raised, spoken words conveyed to me by Marilynn Wittstock.  In light 

of the good news, the Councils were then asked if $18,900 was good enough. It was then 

announced that individual visits to Macomb County Councils would still continue. 



8 
 

In a letter written to the Worthy State Deputy dated March 3, 2023, it was reported that the 

Knights had raised $31,020 with many Councils supporting. In this letter was also a request to 

receive monies from the MI Drive. A response letter from the State Council stated that 

individual Councils have the sole responsibility of determining where the funds are sent. The 

letter included a recommendation to solicit as many Councils as possible to request their 

consideration for donating to this worthy project. 

On November 29, 2023, the ground breaking ceremony for the Clinton Valley Little League 

Challenger Division Senior League was conducted at Neil Reid Park located in Clinton Township, 

Michigan. This would become the first field in the State of Michigan and the United States to be 

named “Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney Field.” The total sum raised for the Special Olympics 

Initiative was $65,000, and when tallied with donations to the league since 2006, it exceeded 

$225,000. The League obtained all the money needed to build the Senior League Field. A 

tentative date was set for the dedication and blessing of the field on Father’s Day weekend, 

Saturday, June 15, 2024. 

2024 

Subsequently, meetings continued with the 43 Councils that donated to this initiative. Councils 

received personal invitations to attend the dedication and blessing ceremony.  Councils were 

also informed that a ball from the Opening Day Celebration at Norm Hott Field would be 

thrown out by the Knights of Columbus. A decision was made that a raffle for the ball would be 

conducted and the winner would toss the ball during the celebration at the new field with all 

proceeds going to the League to purchase sports equipment. Councils were encouraged to 

invite men who were prospective Knights to see the Knights of Columbus in action. 

On Saturday, June 15, 2024 at 1:00 PM the Knights of Columbus were escorted onto the new 

field by representatives of the eight Color Corp Assemblies. The opening Ode was sung by 40% 

of the councils that donated to the Special Olympics Initiative. Included in the celebration, were 

members of the League who were also members of the Knights of Columbus. Immediately after 

presentation, was the singing of the national anthem by a member’s daughter who herself has 

special needs. A speech was given by Ken Dumais conveying the Knights of Columbus support to 

the Senior League. Celebrants to the dedication and blessing were the Auxiliary Bishop Robert J. 

Fisher, Fr. Christopher Muer, and Fr. Stan Ulman. Representatives from Knights of Columbus 

State of Michigan Council State Secretary Charles McCuen and Lady Pam attended, giving a 

short speech followed by the Director of Civic Partnership and State Sponsorship for Special 

Olympics of Michigan, Robbie Waclawski. The celebration ended with the tossing of a beach 

ball that looked like a baseball into the air and the singing of our orders Closing Ode and a 

hardy shout of Vivat Jesus! 
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During the planning of this Initiative, great care was given to this program so it can be 

duplicated within the Knights of Columbus. Throughout the Special Olympics Initiative, prayers 

were offered to Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney for his intercession. The program was 

conducted with the principles of our order: “Charity, Unity, and Fraternity” and most 

importantly, leaning on “Faith, Hope, and Love” through the trials and tribulation to ultimately 

achieve success in the Special Olympics Initiative. 

 

Roster of Participants 
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Participants in the Groundbreaking Ceremony 

 John Hundiak, K of C State of Michigan, State Community Director 

 Robbie Waclawski, State of Michigan Special Olympics Director 

 Bob Szymanski, Grand Knight Council 13950, St. Mary of the Hills 

 Ken Dumais, K of C Member and Volunteer Director of the Special Olympics Initiative 

Participants in the Dedication Ceremony 

 17 or 40% of the Councils that donated a total of $63,000 to the Special Olympics 

Initiative attended the dedication of the baseball field. 

 Representatives from eight (8) Color Assemblies processed on and off the field. 

 Blessing of the Field by: 

o Bishop Robert J. Fisher, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Detroit  

o Fr. Christopher Muer, Parochial of St. Peters Parish of Mt. Clemens 

o Fr. Stan Ulman, Pastor and Chaplain of St. Mary of the Hills 

 Charles E. McCuen III, State Secretary, K of C Michigan State Council, and his wife Lady 

Pam 

 Robbie Waclawsli, Director of Civic Partnership and State Sponsorship for Special 

Olympics of Michigan – Special Guest Speaker 

 St. Hubert Council 11658 – conducted the Opening Day Ball Raffle  

 St. Isidore Council 7200 – provided beach balls that looked like baseballs to be tossed up 

in celebration after the dedication and blessing of Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney Field. 

 K of C members and members of the League: 

o Flower presentation to the League: George Downey, Coach and his son Danny, 

Athlete – Council 13340  

o Opening Day Pitch: Steve Cody, Coach and his son Brandon, Athlete – Council 

13950 

o Presentation of Raffle of Ball Donations: Chris Butts Sr., Coach and son Chris Jr., 

Athlete – Council 11658  

o Singing the National Anthem: Member Robert Kuzner and his daughter Kathy 

who herself has special needs 

o Parking Lot Attendees: Members Mike Michon, Tim Polular, Gene Zynda, Tom 

Ciosek, Mike Losh, Eric Peterson and his two sons 

 Ken Warzybok, State Publication/Social Media Director 

 John Hundiak, State Community Director 

 Brittany Billardelo, niece 
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Photographs 
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Results 

Total Councils Collaborating  43 

Total Participants Members (estimated) 645 (43 councils x 15 members ea. = 645) 

Total Participants Non-members      1 

Total Donations $65,000 

Final Program Results 1 ADA Compliant Baseball Field dedicated to 
KofC founder Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney 

 

 

A picture is worth a thousand words. Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney Field is the first one 

named after the Knights of Columbus founder. This field is the second field built for those with 

special need. Located in Neil Reid Park in Clinton Township, MI, Fr. McGivney Field will 

accommodate the Senior League of Clinton Valley Little League Challenger Division. 


